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NOISE OF STRANGE

PLANES HEARD

AT DARWIN

Mysterious Visitors

From Timor Sea

DARWIN, February 9.

OFFICIAL inquiries today- estab-

lished beyond reasonable doubt
that two unidentified planes, flying in

high «nd fast from the Timor Sea and
disappearing- in a south-westerly dir-

ection, were seen and heard over

Darwin last week.

At 6 p.m. on Thursday, Mr P. Wil-
liame, an employee at the aerodrome,
and Mr P. Love, a wharf labourer, were

standing near a hotel in the centre of
the town and saw a silver-grey machino

pass high to the west of the town.
The sound of the engines of the

machine was heard by others.

At 4.30 a.m. yesterday the foreman
of the Darwin electric power station,

Mr M. Holtze, detected the sound of

a high-powered engine and saw a large

machine disappearing to the south-

west. The plane showed onry one

light and this was an orange colour.

The reports have caused excitement
in the town. They are too authentic

to be ignored and no registered Aus-

tralian planes-Government, commer-

cial, or private-were within hundreds

of miles of Darwin at the time the

mysterious visitors were observed.

OLD REPORT RECALLED.
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OLD REPORT RECALLED.

About four months ago workmen en-

gaged on the construction of the new

water storage at Manton Gan, about

40 miles from Darwin, reported that

a fast monoplane passed overhead

shortly after sundown. The machins

carried no lights or marks. At the

time this report was discredited, but
it was revealed today that subsequent
inquiries resulted in a lengthy report

being sent to the defence authorities.

Few people were out of bed and tba

town was practically in darkness when

Mr Holtze observed the plane yester-

day morning. It might easily have es-

caped notice but for the fact that its

presence was betrayed in romantic

fashion by the exhaust note of the

Diesel 'engine used at the power house.

This engine develops about 1000 re-

volutions at the'normal speed and Mr

Holtze has observed that the presence

of any other machine in the vicinity

developing more or less than 1000 revo-

lutions is reflected clearly in the ex-

haust beat of the power house engine.

At 4.30 a.m. yesterday Mr Ho!<;.e

was attending the engine' when he

noticed a distinct change in the nota

of the exhaust. Accustomed to the'

departure of air mail planes from tbs

local aerodrome about 5 a.m. on three

mornings a week, he at first paid little

attention to the antics of his unoffi-

cial sound detector. Then he realised

that no machine was scheduled to

leave Darwin on Tuesday morning. Ile

went outside and saw a machine in the

air.

MULTIENGINED MACHINE?

"Believe me, there ie no doubt «bout

i tb being en aeroplane," said Mr Holtze

this morning. "My engine tells no

lies and I am positive that what 1 saw

was en aeroplane. Darkness and the

tact that the object was moving at a

high speed made it impossible for me

to get good view of the machine, but

it seemed lo be a multi-engincd mono-
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plane."
Officials are of the opinion that it

will be difficult to get a more reliabte

witness than Mr Holtze.

Mr Williams, who reported the pres-

ence of a strange plane on Thursday,
?>aid today that be could secure a num-

ber of other witnesses if necessary.

Coloured a silver grey and apparently

a high-powered machine, it was unmis-

takable.

During the last three mouths and

particularly at the time when thc no

called Japanese
" fisheries training

ship," Kakuio Maru, was in Darwin

several residents claim to have seen

mysterious lights over and near the

town at night. At least twa nations

have bases near enough to send air-

craft to Australia and back Without ro

fuclling. Palao. a Japanese pearling

bass in tbe mandated territory, is only

1200 miles from Darwin.

RA F. PLANES STRAYED ?

In au endeavour to unravel the mys-

tery the authorities have been interest-

ed in a brief report received here of

the big defence manoeuvres at Siuga

port. This report stated that the

forces would bc divided and one side

would defend
"

an imaginary contiuen

tal slate 1200 miles south of Malaya."

lt has been suggested that R.A.F.

machines laking part in the prepara-

tions for this manoeuvre may have

strayed as far south ns Darwin.

When the ineomiug Qantas niall

plane left Darwin for Brisbane this

morning a test was mnde of the sound

detection capabilities of the electric

power house's Diesel which Mr Holtze

claimed to liavo Iretrnyed thc presence

of thc strange plune yesterday.

Thc Qantas plane left thc town on

a somewhat similar course, and its

presence could be plainly detected in

thc note of the Diesel engine's exhaust.

OFFICIAL INQUIRIES TO BE

MADE.
fl.
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CAXBKKRA, February
fl.

Inquiries will be made by thc Minis-

ter fur the Interior (Mr McEwen) on

tl.c report of n strange plane at Dar-

win. Thc Administrator (Mr Abbott.)

will he asked for a report. Ko official

advice has bein received by thc Gov-

ernment.


